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Policies :   The School Complaints Procedure and Policy is outlined in the 
Welcome Pack which parents receive on entry.  The full range of School 
Policies are available for viewing on the School website, or by 
arrangement at the School. 
 
Catering:   All catering is done on site by in-house chefs.  We provide a 
healthy, well-balanced, nutritious menu using largely organic, locally 
sourced ingredients.  Our kitchen maintains a five star rating with the 
Local Authority. 



 

 

Our History 
 

Hampstead Hill School was founded by Hazel Riches in October 
1949, and has remained in the hands of the same family ever since. 
This much valued and significant continuity means that the school 
has a wealth of experience in providing a sound, traditional and 
happy education for children from 2 years to 8 years of age. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The aim and purpose of 
Hampstead Hill has always been 
the total development of each 
child’s personality and talents.  
Everyone born into this world is 
unique and different and in 
today’s overcrowded society 
those lacking in confidence are 
often crowded out and have 
difficulty in finding their true 
identity.  Some children leave us 
at 4+ or 5+, with the majority 
remaining through to 7+, and 
they move on into a hectic, 
crowded and busy community, 
whether at Primary, Preparatory 
or Junior Public Schools.  We 
aim to see that they are well able 
to stand squarely on their feet 
when they get there, confident of 
who they are, where they are 
going and of the excitement and 
enjoyment of it all. 



 

 

About Us 
 

Hampstead Hill School is an independent Pre-Preparatory and 
Nursery School based in St Stephen’s, a magnificent Grade I listed 
former church, and the adjacent School Hall in the heart of 
Hampstead, London.  Hampstead Hill is a non-selective school 
catering for children aged 2 to 7+ years.  There are five Year 
Groups at Hampstead Hill, three in the Lower School and two in the 
Upper School, with four classes in each Year. 
 

In an age when so many new Schools are springing up across 
London, Hampstead Hill offers the peace of mind and security that 
comes with traditional teaching and values, alongside a wide and 
varied syllabus and a stimulating and exciting introduction to early 
education.  



 

 

About Us 
 

The Lower School is based in and 
around the large airy St Stephen’s 
Hall.  All the indoor and outdoor 
‘garden’ classrooms are bright and 
spacious and benefit from a large and 
beautiful garden.  The three Year 
Groups that make up the Lower 
School are Early Years (age 2-3), Pre-
Reception Year (age 3-4) and 
Reception Year (age 4-5). 
 

The Upper School was opened by 
Andrea Taylor in 1982 and has two 
Year Groups, Year 1 (age 5-6) and 
Year 2 (age 6-7).   In September 2009 
Andrea’s dream of the Lower and 
Upper School being united on one site 
finally became reality when, after ten 
years of exhaustive fundraising and 
amazing restoration work, the Upper 
School moved to its new home inside 
St Stephen’s. 
 With so many parents running extremely busy lives, it is important that a 
School recognises the pressures of today’s working arrangements.  
Hampstead Hill offers flexible hours for younger children, with facilities 
available for up to ten hours a day, 51 weeks a year for all pupils.  From 
the end of Reception Year (5 years and over) we run a varied, exciting 
Holiday Scheme during all school holiday periods, for those who need it. 
 
 
 

  NB:  There is an extra daily charge for this service, which varies according to activities. 
 



 

 

The Lower 
School 

 The Lower School has three Year Groups, Early Years (2-3yrs), Pre-Reception 
(3-4yrs) and Reception (4-5 yrs) with four classes in each year.  All children 
are taught Reading, Writing and Mathematics as part of the daily syllabus, 
working to fulfil the Welfare, Learning and Development Requirements set 
out in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Framework Curriculum 
 

Hampstead Hill provides a broad, varied curriculum including cookery, art, 
craft, drama, poetry, nature study and language development.  Singing, 
music and movement activities, in every form, are an important part of the 
syllabus and the Reception classes put on three performances over the year. 
 

At the end of Reception an EYFS Pupil Profile must be completed for every 
child.  This summarises how a child learns, specifically ‘by playing and 
exploring’, ‘through active learning’, ‘by creating and thinking critically’ and 
also records if a child has achieved, exceeded or is working towards each of 
the 17 ‘Early Learning Goals’.  Early Science, Geography, History and French 
are introduced in Reception Year alongside weekly PE and Swimming lessons. 
 

 

The large and 
beautiful garden 
that surrounds 
the School is in 
constant use, all 
year and it is an 
added source of 
happiness in the 
children’s life at 
school. 
 

School  Hours :  

 

7.45am - 5.30pm 
51 weeks a year 

 



 

 

The Lower 
School 

 The Early Years classes have a high staff to 
pupil ratio and every member of staff promotes 
the happiness, health and education of the 
children through loving care, adult and child 
initiated play and early learning activities.  In 
Pre-Reception the main emphasis of the EYFS 
continues to be learning through play with 
teachers organising activities tailored to the 
specific interests of a child or group of children.  
As the year progresses children in Pre-Reception 
are encouraged to take part in more formal 
learning situations so that they are able to 
actively participate in class lessons when they 
move into Reception.  In Reception the syllabus 
remains broad but lessons become more formal 
and in preparation for Year 1 Reading is sent 
home daily with Literacy and Numeracy 
homework being introduced in the Spring Term.  
Reception Year staff maintain an appropriate 
balance of  formal and play based  learning and  

and take great care to ensure that all children are nurtured and supported 
throughout the year. From mid-July Reception classes join the Holiday Scheme 
where children enjoy various educational and fun activities outings.  (Extra cost applies.) 
 

Every child at Hampstead Hill is given the opportunity, with the help of structured 
activities, play equipment and many other resources, to develop their emotional, 
physical, social and intellectual capabilities, thus preparing them for the next stage 
of their educational journey. 
 

All children, 3 years of age upwards, are expected to stay at school until at least 2.15pm 
as we cannot fit the expanding syllabus into just the mornings from this stage.  We will do 
our best to accommodate any different combination of hours requested and can always 
offer extra hours to cover emergency situations.  The school is not under any obligation to 
keep a child’s place open if fees are unpaid. The written notice period requirements are as 
follows:  Early Years and Pre-Reception– th ree months;  Reception Year – one fu l l term. 
 



 

 

The Upper 
School 

 The Upper School provides a sound academic education for girls and boys from 5+ 
to 7+ years of age, with emphasis on preparation for competitive entrance 
examinations to Preparatory and Junior Public Schools where the entry age is 7+ 
years. There are two Year Groups in the Upper School, Year 1 (5-6yrs) and Year 
2 (6-7yrs), with four classes in each year and children are accepted into Year 1 
on the understanding that they remain until they are 7+ years of age. 
 

Our goal is to prepare children for the academic challenges of the 7+ entrance 
examinations to a wide range of future schools.  The school curriculum aims to 
enable pupils to achieve the necessary academic standards while at the same 
time fully developing their individual personalities and talents.  At the start of the 
Summer Term Year 2 pupils, who have finished entrance examinations, move into 
post-exam classes, giving the children in Year 1, who are due to sit 7+ 
examinations, three full terms with the Year 2 Class Teachers.  
 
 



 

 

The Upper 
School 

 Children leave the Upper School with the 
self-confidence that will enable them to 
enjoy and benefit fully from the new and 
exciting environment that awaits them at 
their next School. 
 

During the first term of Year 1 in the 
Upper School the children learn about 
environmental issues and work towards 
becoming Hampstead Hill ‘eco-warriors’.  
All Upper School children are actively 
encouraged to stay informed about all 
School Council activities and participate 
fully in the election of School Council 
members.  Both of the Upper School Year 
Groups have a weekly assembly at which 
each class takes a turn at ‘hosting’ the 
assembly and makes a short presentation 
to the other classes, on a topic relevant to 
their work in class. 
 

Although the Upper School runs on a three 
term basis, from 8.45am to 3.45pm, our 
extended hours service, 7.45am – 5.30pm, 
 
 

 
 
 

is available to all pupils.  During all half-term and holiday periods we operate a 
Holiday Scheme where children enjoy various educational and fun activities such 
as gymnastics, cookery, art. craft,  sports, museum visits and fun day trips. 
Children can be booked in on a daily basis but p lease note there is an 
additional charge for this service which varies according to the activities. 
 

 
 

Pl ease Note:  Transfer from Reception Year to Year 1 in the Upper School is 
NOT automatic but in order of application, so early registration is advised. 
 

The written notice period required before a child is withdrawn from the Upper 
School is one fu l l  term – or fees will be charged in lieu. 
 



 

 

Our Results 
 

 

At Hampstead Hill we are very proud of the achievements of all our pupils.  
Below are schools at which children have been awarded age 7+ entry places:- 
 

University College School     Westminster Under School 
Highgate School       Colet Court  (St Paul’s Prep School) 
City of London School for Girls    North London Collegiate School 

South Hampstead High School    Channing School 
Habersashers’ Aske’s School  (Boys)   Westminster Cathedral School 
Belmont School  (Mill Hill)     St Paul’s Choir School 
North Bridge House School     Lyndhurst House School 
St Anthony’s School      St Mary’s School 
Trevor Roberts School      King Alfred School 
The Academy       Haberdashers’ Aske’s School  (Girls) 
Bute House Preparatory School    Queen’s College Preparatory School 
Wetherby School        St Margaret’s School 
The Hall School       Devonshire House School    



 

 

Transport 
 Hampstead Hill School has a Green Travel Plan in place and it is our policy to 

actively encourage walking/use of public transport and discourage use of cars 
whenever possible.  These methods of transport to and from School benefit the 
children’s physical health, support the moves to improve air pollution and help 
the local environment.  We can accommodate younger pupil’s pushchairs as well 
as scooters and bikes.  We also actively encourage car-pooling where cars do 
have to be used.  We keep full, up-to-date lists of all areas where families live 
and will help all we can to link up families living in the same postal district. 
  

When families join the School 
they will be given a ‘School 
Travel Pack’, a ‘Green Travel 
Handbook’, full details of all 
local public transport facilities 
and information on car parking 
regulations, which must be 
strictly adhered to.  Those who 
do travel to School by car and 
do not hold a CA-H or CA-B 
Resident Parking Permit may be 
issued with a School Parking 
Permit.  The number of School 
Parking Permits available is very 
limited and therefore they are 
issued subject to availability and 
necessity. These permits allow 
cars to be parked on a ‘resident’ 
bay only in nearby roads for a 
maximum of 10 minutes.  All 
those who have to drive to 
School MUST keep to these 
rules please, which will help 
avoid bad relations with local 
residents and Camden Council. 
 
 

Statement f rom Camden Counci l : 
 

After a six month review of its cross party strategy on the 
School Run, the Council has agreed to continue with the 
policy of reducing dispensation permits for car parking in 
residential areas in the Borough of Camden.  Camden will 
enforce this parking policy.  Pay & Display bays may be 
available in the school vicinity but there are very few of them 


